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FRONT COVER: The station clock keeps time as B1 4-6-0 No. 61115 makes a smoky entrance to
Huddersfield’s platform 1 with the 12 noon Bradford Exchange to Belle Vue excursion on 5th August,
1964. The scene oozes 1960s atmosphere- the Websters beer hoarding, the Irish night ferry advert and
a platform packed with parcels and mailbags rather than passengers.

BACK COVER TOP: One of the most prolific locomotives on the trans-Pennine route, Jubilee 4-6-0
No. 45581 Bihar and Orissa sways over the points and charges towards the blackness of Springwood
Tunnel with the 1X38 Sunderland to Manchester football special at 11.28am on 29th February, 1964.
BACK COVER BOTTOM: Stanier Class 4 2-6-4T No. 42649 and B1 4-6-0 No. 61353 climb up through
Batley Carr, on the former Great Northern line between Dewsbury and Batley, with the 2pm

Cleethorpes to Bradford Exchange at 4.50pm on 8th August, 1964. The signal up on the far left
marks the former LNWR Huddersfield-Leeds line.





















companies ran competing trans-Pennine
expresses over this section which the L&Y con-
trolled. It had also become a very congested area
with frequent delays caused by conflicting traffic
movements. As a result, the LNWR decided to
build a new line direct to Leeds via the Spen
Valley and over the hills to join the LD&M at
Farnley, two miles south of Leeds. Leaving the
Huddersfield line just south of Heaton Lodge, it
passed under the L&Y before heading across the
River Calder on a huge girder bridge and
through Battyeford and Northorpe before turn-
ing sharp left towards the Spen towns of
Heckmondwike, Liversedge and Cleckheaton.
From there it continued to twist and turn its way
up inclines as steep as 1in 85 - even 1 in 77 from
Cleckheaton to Gomersal - to its summit at
Birstall Upper before dropping sharply at 1in 70
to the flying junction at Farnley.

The 13.25-mile “New” or Spen Valley line was a
major undertaking. Apart from the bridge at
Battyeford and the 193yd Mirfield Viaduct, sev-
eral other major structures were necessary, not
least around Heckmondwike. Here a viaduct had
to be built to take it over the River Spen, and the
town traversed by deep stone-lined cuttings
crossed by nine overbridges carrying the streets
and two 50yd tunnels. By this time the area was
very built up and houses had to be demolished to
make way for the line. On the 1 in 77 south of
Gomersal it had to climb through an 819yd tun-
nel, while a 1 mile 571yd tunnel had to be cut
through the hills dividing the Aire and Spen val-
leys at Gildersome. Cleckheaton station was on
such a steep slope that an embankment had to
be built for it and a viaduct provided to carry the
access road across a ravine.

The line was fully opened on 1st October, 1900
and while useful in keeping trains not calling at
Dewsbury clear of the Mirfield area, it was a
very taxing road for engines and men. So tough
was it that with the coming of diesels British
Railways decreed that steam passenger trains
must only use the easier line via Batley.

Among abortive railway schemes put forward
was a branch of the Hull & Barnsley Railway to
Huddersfield and Halifax. It even won
Parliamentary powers in 1882 with the backing
of its only friend, the Midland Railway which,
with running powers, saw the line as a way of
extending its network. But the hard-up H&B
could not afford to build it. The scheme was

transferred to a new company, the Hull & North
Western Junction Railway but dropped in 1894.

The Midland decided to build its own main line
to take its trains from Sheffield to Bradford
without getting embroyled in the congestion
around Leeds. This included a branch to
Huddersfield where the company would build a
grand passenger terminus and hotel at
Newtown. Alas, the L&Y gave the Midland run-
ning powers over its lines to Bradford and the
scheme was not completed. It got as far as
Dewsbury where, after crossing over the Calder
Valley line, it dropped down a 1 in 40 gradient
through a 188yd tunnel to terminate at Savile
Town goods station which opened in 1906. The
Midland still built the Huddersfield line which
left the L&Y at Mirfield and climbed up an
embankment to cross a 15-arch viaduct before
passing over the Heaton Lodge-Huddersfield line
near Bradley to reach its Newtown terminus.
Although built for double track, only single track
was laid; the passenger terminus and hotel were
not built and the 5-mile line spent its entire life
being used only for local goods. It opened on 1st
November, 1910 when the railway system of
Kirklees was at its peak.

Passenger services

Since the 1890s, expresses linking Newcastle,
Hull and Leeds with Manchester and Liverpool
have formed the district’s principal passenger
service - but there have been other prolific ser-
vices too.

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries
Huddersfield enjoyed through trains or through
coaches to four London stations. The LNWR ran
a daily Euston-Huddersfield through train via
Stockport which continued well into the 1930s -
in 1936 the 10.30am Euston-Halifax reached
Huddersfield at 2.44pm. The Great Central
Railway(Manchester, Sheffield & Lincolnshire
until 1900) ran through trains or coaches sever-
al times a day between Bradford and
Marylebone via Huddersfield, operated between
Bradford and Penistone or Sheffield by the L&Y.
The prestige through trains on weekdays in 1910
were the 10am Bradford-Marylebone which
included through carriages to Bournemouth, the
5pm Bradford-Marylebone, and the 10am and
6.20pm Marylebone-Bradford. The Midland ran
through coaches to St. Pancras which connected
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droning across the Pennines again, at the head of
the Northern Belle luxury Pullman train on its
cruise trips from Manchester Victoria.

Trans-Pennine business began to recover. The
service was speeded up and developed with
trains running through to North Wales and
Scarborough from 1982. In the mid-1980s the
route even carried an Anglo-Scottish InterCity
train - the Sunday 09.35 Liverpool to Glasgow.

During the 1980s the M62, like roads in gener-
al, was becoming severely congested, presenting
BR with a new opportunity to lure passengers
back from the motorway. It cut some Leeds-
Manchester fares by more than half and began
yet another radical overhaul of services.

On 16th March, 1987 the 07.03 Liverpool-
Scarborough and 09.53 Scarborough-Liverpool,
both calling at Dewsbury and Huddersfield, were
worked by new 75mph Sprinters instead of loco-
hauled stock. By 1990 the 90mph class 158 units
which operate the service in 2000 were intro-
duced and had taken over all services, including
the Newcastle-Liverpools, by January, 1991, end-
ing loco-haulage on the route.

By the start of the 1980s, all that remained of
the once extensive and bustling stopping train
network was a Leeds-Marsden service with only
a handful of Leeds-Manchester trains, plus the
Wakefield-Huddersfield and Huddersfield-
Sheffield/Clayton West services which were all
teetering on the edge of closure. _

Summer Saturday and excursion trains, apart
from the occasional private charter, disappeared
during the latter half of the 1980s. The Bradford-
Weymouth, by then leaving Bradford at 05.58,
made its last run via Huddersfield on 27th
September, 1986. Since 1979 it had avoided the
Penistone line by running round at Huddersfield
and travelling to Barnsley via Healey Mills.
Reductions in the loco-hauled coaching stock
fleet, hooliganism on football specials and a new
regime of business management on BR all
spelled the end for traffic which did not fit in
with the regular all-Sprinter timetable pattern.
Ironically, steam made a comeback in October,
1981 when BR approved the Standedge route for
the operation of main line specials.

A regular through stopping service across the
Pennines was reintroduced in 1983 when an
agreement between BR, West Yorkshire and
Greater Manchester Passenger Transport
Executives saw the Leeds-Marsden trains
extended to Manchester Victoria. The Leeds-

Huddersfield local service remains, hourly since
1979, with extra Marsden trains in the peaks
and half-hourly on Saturdays. The Penistone
line, once so threatened with closure, is thriving
with often crowded trains, thanks in no small
part to the Penistone Line Partnership which
has worked hard to encourage its use. Since 1987
the service has improved from a train every two
or three hours with extras in the peaks to a
mainly hourly service throughout the day which
includes trains to and from Lincoln.

In May, 2000 a daily service was reintroduced
between Huddersfield and Bradford, and
Huddersfield station is again a lively place, even
if all passenger trains are multiple units.

Freight

As with passenger traffic, freight consisted of
both long distance cross-Pennine movements
and local traffic serving local industries. The
railways built extensive goods facilities at even
the smaller stations, especially large warehouses
dedicated to the distribution and storage of wool
and shoddy rags. Marshalling yards and sizeable
locomotive depots were established at Mirfield
and Huddersfield Hillhouse, along with a local
yard at Lockwood and staging sidings at yards
along the way to Standedge and beyond.

Although there seemed to be a steady proces-
sion of goods trains over the Standedge route,
freight was not as heavy as on the Calder Valley,
which carried most cross-Pennine coal traffic.

Coal did travel from the Yorkshire pits to
Cheshire and Lancashire via Standedge but so
did express and fitted freights running between
a variety of origins and destinations. Many ran
at night to and from Copley Hill sidings in Leeds.
In the 1950s they included trains from such
places as St Helens, Stockport Adswood,
Patricroft, Liverpool, Birkenhead, Warrington,
Bescot, Mold Junction, and Macclesfield. Trains
from Widnes, Crewe and Wolverhampton ran to
Leeds Neville Hill. In the opposite direction they
ran from Copley Hill to similar places but there
were also trains from Neville Hill to Manchester
Ordsall Lane, Aston (Birmingham) and Hooton,
in the Wirrall. There were also trains between
York and Shrewsbury, and Hull and Crewe.

Among the most notable freights in 1953 were
the 8.55pm Camden to Leeds Goods class D, the
12.45am Walton to York class E, the 4.30pm
Huskisson-York class C, the 7.49pm Manchester
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had replaced Mirfield and Hillhouse sheds.

More cuts were just around the corner - the
New Line closed on 2nd August, 1965, following
passage of the 15.00 Liverpool-Newcastle, its
only booked passenger train, retained for legal
reasons since everything else was rerouted via
Dewsbury in 1964. The Spen Valley Junction-
Liversedge section was retained for the
Liversedge oil traffic until 11th January, 1966
when the Heckmondwike-Liversedge section was
connected to the ex-L&Y Thornhill-Low Moor
line by a curve down from Heckmondwike Spen
goods yard. This traffic fizzled out in the mid-
1980s after which the remaining track from
Thornhill Junction to Liversedge was lifted.

Even the Trans-Pennine main line was threat-
ened in 1965 when BR’s new Trunk Line Plan
stated that the Calder Valley would become the
main Trans-Pennine route by 1984 and the
Standedge route downgraded to secondary line
status. The plan said that the Standedge route
was afflicted by severe gradients, carried less
than 40,000 tons of freight a week, did not link
the West Riding directly with the West Coast
main line as the Calder Valley did, did not have
the Calder Valley’s potential for higher speeds
and served only half the population of the Calder
Valley. With the axe already poised over the
Huddersfield-Manchester local service and inter-
mediate stations, the future looked bleak.

On 31st October, 1966 the Fast lines between
Huddersfield and Diggle were closed and the two
single track bores of Standedge Tunnel with
them. Despite declining traffic, this led to con-
gestion and some freight trains had to be rerout-
ed via the Calder Valley. Before being lifted, the
track through the tunnels was used for tests con-
nected with the projected Channel Tunnel.

Passenger trains were withdrawn from the
Ardsley-Laisterdyke line on 4th July, 1966 when
the last Bradford portions to use it were rerout-
ed via Leeds. The line had one last fling in
October when Bradford portions were again
diverted that way because of modernisation
work at Leeds. The section from Gildersome,
through Adwalton to Birkenshaw & Tong was
completely closed after the last diversion on 31st
October. The remainder was cut back to Morley
Top in March, 1968, leaving the Ardsley-Morley
section which lasted until May, 1969. The
Newtown branch closed in August, 1968.

The regular Huddersfield-Bradford passenger

service ceased on 5th November, 1966 when the
last two Bradford-Stockport trains, one a DMU
and the other, one of the longest remaining runs
booked for a tank engine, were axed.

The future for the remaining passenger services
looked more secure when, in 1969, the govern-
ment unveiled the Grant Aid subsidies, but
grants were only awarded for a year at a time.
The Penistone/Clayton West service received
£176,000 and Huddersfield-Wakefield £54,000.
Leeds-Huddersfield, Leeds-Liverpool and even
the York-Shrewsbury mail received subsidies.

Then came the unthinkable. BR no longer want-
ed the station buildings at Huddersfield and by
1968 demolition was a real possibility.
Huddersfield Corporation stepped in and bought
them for £52,400 and they survived to become
protected by Grade 1 listing.

On the weekend of 25th/26th April, 1970, major
resignalling and track remodelling in the Heaton
Lodge and Mirfield area was completed. Its main
feature was a new flyunder to take Trans-
Pennine expresses under the Calder Valley line.
It utilised the disused stub of the New Line
which was connected to the Down( north) side of
the Calder Valley at Heaton Lodge Junction.
Spen Valley Junction was renamed Heaton
Lodge South and signalling in the area brought
under the control of Healey Mills power box.
Multiple aspect colour light signalling with track
circuits and train describers replaced sema-
phores and the speed signalling, the Bradley
curve was singled and running lines between
Heaton Lodge and Hillhouse reduced to two.

By the 1970s there was little left to close but the
remains of two branches had to be cleared out -
the stump of the Kirkburton branch to British
Dyes shut on 1st February, 1971, and Batley-
Shaw Cross Colliery on 1st May, 1972.

In 1976, West Yorkshire County Council,
through its Passenger Transport Executive, took
financial responsibility for the county’s public
transport and since then the PTE has led an
amazing revival in local train travel through
competitive fares, imaginative multi-journey
tickets, more attractive timetables, refurbished
stations and new trains as well as subsidising
services. New stations were opened at Deighton
- on the site of Kirkburton Junction - in April,
1982, and at Slaithwaite in December, 1982.

But the news was not all good. The county
council refused to support the Clayton West
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